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FUVONOIS (III) are ueually prepared by the Alga+Flynn-Oyamada reaction 1,2 

or by the Allan-Robinson uiethod.3 The new eyntheeie here deeoribed 

involvee the oxidation of g-hydroxydibeneoylmethanee with performic aoia 

in ohlorofora, Karrer et al, 4 obeerved the formation of diben~oylcarbinols 

.=R=RkH; b=R’=H. R=Ok; c=R=H. #=OMe; 

d=R’-H, R-O&. 
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10 i A new ayntheria of flavonolz 

when dlbenzolmetheaea in ohloroform were treated with perbenzoio aold. 

Yore reoently Houee and G-on5 reported the a&ydroxylation of 

alksl)-&dlonee by monoperphthalio acid in ether. 

In our experiment6 the @yd.roxydibenzoylmethanee (I, a, b, c, d) 

were shaken overnight with ohloroform and performic acid, Removal of 

the eolvent under reduaed preeeure yielded the oorreeponding flavonolz 

(III, a, b, o, d) in yieldz of 20 - 56, The intermediate dibenzoyl- 

oarblnols (IS, a, b, c, d) were not isolated. 

Thie new reaction provider an aoceptable route to flavotlole, since 

dibenzoylmethanes are readily available by Baker-Venkatacamzn transformation6 

of the corresponding o_aroyloxyaoetophenonee. 
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